
1958 Gardner Dailey-Designed 
Modernist Gem Hits the Market 

in Piedmont, California
The completely updated and restored six-bedroom home offers 
a pool, a spa, a tennis court and a particularly large private lot
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Along with William Wurster, the 

highly regarded San Francisco 

architect Gardner Dailey 

helped to create a distinctive 

mid-century modern style of architecture 

that became known as the “Bay Region 

Style” or the “Bay Area Tradition.”

Dailey’s buildings were considered 

a bit more refined and polished than 

Wurster’s, and he had a wealthier and 

more prominent roster of clients. His 

diverse body of work in the San Francisco 

Bay Area included in-town mansions, 

simple rural homes, outdoor gardens 

and university buildings for Stanford 

University (he studied drafting and 

engineering there) and the University of 

California at Berkeley.

Dailey was known for his clean 

architectural lines, his abundant use of 

glass, the innovative ways he blended 

indoor and outdoor spaces and his extra-

wide sliding doors, hallways and windows.

One of Dailey’s residential gems, a 

1958 charmer in the wealthy enclave of 

Piedmont, California, that he built for 

Stephen Bechtel Jr., is now being listed  

 

for sale with The Dreyfus Group at Golden 

Gate Sotheby’s International Realty. 

“One of the primary things about it is its 

inside-outside feel,” says Michael Dreyfus, 

who has the listing with his colleague 

Ann Newton Cane. “Every place in the 

house opens to the outside, which is fairly 

common now. But it was revolutionary in 

its time.” 

“It was radical at the time to have big 

walls of windows that incorporate the 

outside into every room, which is great in 

California with our weather,” he says.

Stephen D. Bechtel, Jr., was President and 

later Chairman of Bechtel Corporation 

from 1969 until his retirement in 1990. 

During his time, the company known for 

building the Hoover Dam and the Bay Area 

Rapid Transit System, expanded globally. 

Bechtel built the Channel Tunnel between 

France and U.K., and major airports and 

cities in the Middle East. Time magazine 

named Stephen as one of the 100 most 

influential people of the 20th Century in 

1999.

The 8,705-square-foot house on Sea 

View Avenue has six bedrooms, five full 

bathrooms and five partial bathrooms. It 

sits on a 2.75-acre lot, a particularly large 

parcel for Piedmont, which was once 

known as the “City of Millionaires.”

Amenities include a heated pool and 

spa, a lighted tennis court, a three-car 

garage with an electric charging station, 

the stylish original pool cabana, multiple 

courtyards and patios, a gym, a wine 

room and state-of-the-art audio and 

smart-home automation systems. New 

multi-tiered gardens, stone walls and large 

entertaining areas now surround the pool.

“It’s a very important piece of 

architecture, and it’s completely 

authentic,” says architect Mary Ann 

Schicketanz, who was hired by the current 

owners to update and modernize the 

home. “It’s always special to even see a 

private property like this.” 

In 2009, she began a very careful two-

year restoration that brought in all new 

mechanical systems, new Iroko (African 

teak) windows and doors (except for 

Dailey’s masterful oak front door), new 

bathrooms and an expanded and modern 

kitchen, family room, and primary 

bedroom suite.



“It all needed to be brought up to current 

times and 21st-century standards,” 

says Ms. Schicketanz, whose Carmel-

by-the-Sea-based firm specializes in 

rehabbing California mid-century modern 

architectural gems. Fortunately, “it really 

was all original,” with no bad renovations 

along the way. “We were able to carefully 

disassemble things and then put them 

back together.”

“We wanted to keep true to the Gardner 

Dailey house,” she adds. Most of the 

layout is original and the house has its 

same footprint, except for the addition of 

a one-story in-law/guest apartment with a 

kitchenette.

As part of the renovations, the modern 

eat-in kitchen now features a large island, 

two sinks, a separate pantry, custom 

white oak cabinetry, Verde Vecchio granite 

countertops and appliances by Wolf, Miele, 

Sub-Zero, Viking and Fisher & Paykel. 

Pocket doors allow the room to be closed 

off when entertaining, and a door opens to 

the back deck and barbecue area.

The formal living room at the end of an 

elegant hallway of sliding glass doors, 

already opened up to a patio and now 

the family room does too. The upstairs 

primary suite now has a larger bathroom, 

a new office, double walk-in closets, a 

private deck and cozy window seats 

overlooking the pool.

Other design details in the home include 

white oak flooring throughout, a clay-

tiled roof, custom chandeliers, built-in 

cabinetry, multiple gas fireplaces, and 

custom hardware and fixtures by Merit 

Metal, Hansgrohe, Dornbracht and Ann 

Sacks.

The ceilings throughout the house were 

low, Ms. Schicketanz says. “We opened 

them up and vaulted all of them.” The two-

story entry is also new.

 

The family room features a wet bar and 

two sets of French doors that open to 

a deck and patio, and the original living 

room now has Venetian plaster walls.

Mr. Dreyfus has nothing but praise for 

Schicketanz’s work. “It was brought up to 

snuff without compromising it,” he says. 

“Lots of these remodels kind of eradicate 

the original vision of the architect. This 

one was done really, really well.”

“It’s a uniquely large parcel of land,” he 

adds. “It’s not street facing. Rather it’s 

set back, with an exceptional degree of 

privacy for the area. It’s a very secure 

location, too.”

“It’s like a private park back there,” Ms. 

Schicketanz adds. “You would never know 

it’s there.”

Dailey was known for his clean architectural 
lines, his abundant use of glass, the 
innovative ways he blended indoor and 
outdoor spaces and his extra-wide sliding 
doors, hallways and windows.
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Interestingly, Dailey began his career as a 

landscape architect in the Bay Area before 

getting his architect’s license and opening 

his own architectural office in 1927. The 

current richly varied landscape, including 

a new rose garden and lemon grove, is by 

Denise Bates, landscape architect. She also 

designed the custom motorized front gate, 

which leads to a long driveway lined with 

mature oaks, redwood grove, and flowering 

rhododendrons and magnolias. Other 

exterior features include flat lawn areas, a 

circular driveway entry to the home, custom 

landscape lighting, new irrigation systems, 

ipe wood decks, deer fencing and a gazebo.

The city of Piedmont, which offers five 

parks and multiple playgrounds within 

its 1.7 square miles, is a little enclave in 

the hills above and next to Oakland, Mr. 

Dreyfus says. “Piedmont is a suburban 

setting that drops right into urban. You can 

take advantage of all of the amenities that 

Oakland and San Francisco have to offer.” 

Piedmont is also known for its excellent 

schools.

Ms. Schicketanz says that updating this 

Dailey masterpiece was a “particularly fun 

project. It was extremely satisfying to have a 

house of that provenance and bring it up to 

date for the next 50, or maybe 100, years.”
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